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FAST OF ROCKS

Steamer Fairfax on Sow
and Pigs Shoals.

All Night Battling With the Gale,
Bonud to Boston,

Vessel Whirled by Wind 20
Miles in Cirele.

Sprang Aleak and Fires Qut
After She Became Fixed.

C. J. Griffith, a Passenger, Tells
of the Disaster.

The steamer Falrfax of the Merchants
and Miners transpottation company,
plying between Baltimore and this city,
is fast on the rocks at the Soaw and Pigs
shoals.

There were conly six passengers on
board and they are all safe and sound. |

One of the passengers, C. J. Griftith of
Baltimore. who was taken from the!
wreck by the life savers and transferred
to the steamer Whitney, arrived in this
city last evening and was seen by a
representative of The Globe at the Par-
ker house. lle said:

“I hoarded the Falrfax Friday night
at Norfolik, and besldges myself there
were only flve other passengers, two
brothers belonging in this city, a Mrs
Cutherell and 8-year-old daughter, and a
coloted man whose nanie I do not know,

“The storin struck us between & and 6
o'cleck Saturday night, and the snow
wus 50 blinding wo could see only a few
yards ahead,

‘“The force of the gale was so teriffic
that wo could not hold our course,
and the ship, as a congequence, drifted
around, covering a circle of about 20
miles. After many hours of battling
with the storm we went aground—that
was between & and 6 o'clock Sunday
evenmg-—-and quite naturally we were
in a very excited state of mind for a
short time.

As soon as the officers could lcarn
the exact position of the steamer they
mformed us that we had grounded on
the rocks at the Sow uand Pigs shoals,
which is, I belleve, about 130 miles
from Boston.

*“The oflficer stated that the steamer
bhad struck bow cn, and, aslde from
the awful noise the storm made, there
was not the slightest evidence that the
steamer would be broken up.

“We began to display signals calling
for help, but the sea wus running aw-
fully high, and I doubt If our signals
could be scen by the life saving station
ashore. We could just distinguish the
Sow and Pigs light, which looked to be
about three miles away.

“About 2 a m the steamer H. 1ML
W hitney loomed up in the distance and
hevered around about two miles away.
XNo boat could ilve in the sea, and the
surf was breaking over the bow of the
Fairfax. .

“All night long the rudder kept
thumping cgalnst the rocks, and the
noise was enough to convince about
anybody that the Fairfax's hull would
scon go to pleces.

“The ship began to make water rapid-
1y, aud one hour after we struck Lhe
fires were put out, and later on the
electric plant was rendered useless.

“The captain assured us that we were
in no urgent danger, and although we
wire driven out of the cabins by the
waler and forced to go on deck we kept
up courage.

“Early In the morning, abhout 5 o'clock
I should judge, » boat from the lite-
saving station came alongside and, al-
though the sea 'was very rough, I got
abeard. Mrs E. J. Cutherell and her
davghter remained on board owlng to
the rough water aud the danger attend-
ing the transfer, and at the time we
shovied off from the sides of the Fair-
fax she was standing In 18 feet of water
and looked to me s though she wpuld
have a hard time In weatherlng the
gale, Mra Cutherell was a brave wom-
at, and seemed to be perfectly con-
tented to remain aboard when the cap-
taln said there was no Immediate dan-
ger.

“Weo were wranped up in blankets
while on deck, but suffered considerably
from the storm."”

E, J. Cuthercll, chief machinist on
the U S S Amphitrite, whose wife and
child were on the I'alrfax, was an in-
terested listener to Mr Griftith's story,
and heaved a sigh of relief when told
his family were safe. He sald that they
were coming up from Norfolk to re-
main in Boston while his boat was un-
dergoing repalrs. It was her first voy-
age, and Mr Cutherell fancled it will

be her last, for he considered that his
wife has had a falr share of hardships
during this trip, .

‘The mate of the Whitney was see
later In the evening, and sald the Fair-
fax was hard and fast und Jonked as
thiough she might weather the storm.
Others on the Whitney gave it as thelr
opinion that she would certainly go to
pleces before help can be rendered.

At the oflice of the Merchants and
Miners company they Kknew compara-
tively nothing about the hpat, except
what they had learned from the mate
of the Whitney. They were of the opin-
fon that the IFairfax is in a very com-
fortable position and will be saved.

Capt_lLlallett of the Whitney, which
arrived at_India wharf last evening
from New, York, states that he sighteﬁ
the Falirfax and stopped in answer to a
signal, 1le was glven Capt Johnson's
dispatches to the owners ot the Fatrfax
{ln Baltimore to the agents herce to de-

ver,

The Fairfax wus commanded by Capt
Johnson and was bound from Baltimore
and Norfolk for this port. She was due
at Dattery whart at noon Sunday. ter
cargo consigts of n large consignment
of cotton and general merchandise, She
is an iron steamer of 1975 tons net and
2331 tons gross., Shoe ig 270 feet long, {2
feet heam and 26 feet depth of hold. sne
wus bujit by Harlun & Hollingsworth
at Wilmington, Del, in 18391,

For some time past the ¥airfax has

been running aliernately between Bal-
timore anid Providence and Baltimore
- and this port.
I . Wreekers have started from Provi-
dence and arve already alongside the
Fairfax. .\ 1vx has nlso gone from
Vineyard liaven, and the company ex-
pects to hear faverable news at any
moment. .

REFUSED TO INTERVENE.

Minister of War Oc Freyc'net Announces l
Decisien in Pcquart Affair—Mme
Dreyfus Hears frem Husband, .

| PARIS. Nov 28—The minister of war,
i M de FFroyeinet, in the chamber of depu-
tles todav refused to intervene in the

Picaunrt affair, and the house approved
vernment's declaration regarding
the seoparation of military and eilvil
powers by a vote of 437 to T3.

Mme Drevfus has, by permission of
the authorities, receltad the following
telegram from her husband: I rejoice
with all of vou, My health is morally
und nhvsically ood.”
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