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THE LOSS OF THE YANDERBILT,

i JDe=cription of the Wreck onFishex’s Islan
sufferings of the Passengers—A Night —
the Beach—Counveyanceo.,of the Pass'n
gers to Stoningion—Loss Estimated B¢
=200,000. X at

The steamer C. Vanderbi!t, Captain FRraz

- of the Stoningron line, left New-York on MondaF»

- 4 o*clock I. M., with 75 passengers, and a larger at

-: sorted fieight than usual, consisting of dry go¢S-

————— — =

a haw-stack, and brought several armfuls of hay
which ~vas scuttered over the floor of the house, to
abrorb the meisture and render the place more com-
fortuble for the women and children, Arrangements
were now made® for landing the passeugors, Mat-
t-esses and beddiag were brought from the steamer in
large quantities, ang spread over the floor. fro-
visions and fuel were alsoe brought ashere, and by 10
o'clock every person was safely landed, and com-
fortably housed in the Gevermnent life station.

There was not a word of complaint {rom any pas-
senger, male or female—the ladies in particalar mnan-
ifesting the utmost heroism throughout the trying
scene, Captain Frazge was the last man to leave the
boat ; by his calin and seaman!ike manncr he in-
spired corfidence, and a willing obedivnce to every
command, and his praise was everywhere celebrated
among the passengers. ‘hen every person was
sufely ashore, Captain Frazer also left thesieamer,
and as he did so he was greeted with three cheers
by the passengers and crew. Impreszed with grats-
‘tude for their deliverance, and for their comparatively
comfortable condition, in one of the most terrific of
storms. the pussengers spontaneously engaged in
prayer and singing of hymns, in which every one
apj:eared heartily to join,

Mr. Davip CROWLEY, the freight clerk of the boat
(who, it will be remembered, was one of the only two
persons saved in the disaster to the steamer Lexing-
ton.) now volunteered, with four or five others, io go
in séarch of assistance, The nearest farm house—
that of Mr. Noxes—was three miles distant, but the
dreadful severity of the storm, and the heavy snow-
.drifts, cauused three of. the number to give out before

i "they had accomplished half the distance, and they

rewurnecd. Mr, CrowLsy and his companion, howuver
succeeded in reaching Mr. Noyes’ house, where tlicy
were most hospitably reccived, and & warin dinner
was set before them, which they enjoyed with en-
hanced appetite after their tedious tramp, M. Caow-
LrY, who is now over forty years of age, and has al-
ways been engaged on the Sound stcamers, says
he never before saw so terrific a snow-stori.

Having explained the situation of the shipwrecked
passengers, he madc arrangements to have two ox-
teams got ready to go to the beach after the women
and children., Upon arriving at the puint, the pas-
sengers deemed it highly imprudent to attempt to
remove them in the midst of such a storm, and a
vote was accordingly taken to réinain where they
wele for the night.

Additional beddine was now obtained from the
steamer. Abundance of provisions was procured,
aiso the necessary fuel to keep up a gond fire. In
this maurer they spent the night. The house,
however, which was apparently buailt to  uc-
commodate only an ordinary vessei’s crew,
was found inconveniently small when the pas-
sengers attempted to dispose of themseives for
the night. A portion of the building was partitioned
ol for the use ot the ladies, the gerntlemen oceupying
the remainder, and taking watchand watch to keep a
good fire going. This house, like all extensive Gov-
ernment works, was no dount built by contract; the
iraume of the builuing was the best part of it, the
sides being covered with shingles naiied upon slats,
leuving nuinerous openings, through which the wiad
blew and snow drified at pleasure, keeping up a re-
freshing state of ventilation. Bv the frequent stir
ring of the fire, and the addition of fuel every few
minutes, a comfortable warmth was preserved. The
Caj-tain, officers and crew slept on board the boat.

About one o’clock the Plymouth passed down the
Sound, and lights were displayed, with the hope of
attracting the attention of those on board. Thelights
were noticed, but they knew nothing of the wreck
until their arrival at Stonington.  Early on Wednes-
day morping Mr. Noxes’ ox teams were set t0 work
to carry the baggage and passepgers to Westharbor,
where fishing smacks were obtained to con-
vey them to Stomington. The United States rev-
cnue culter Campbell arrived at the wreck, and
sent 2 Lieutenant on shore to inquire into the condi-
tion of the passengers. They secured the two or
th1ee letter bags thut were at.the house, and departed.,
1f the accounits of svume of the officers are correct,
there was no offer of assistance made, and no particu-
lar solicitude manifested in behall of the unfortunate
passengers. They were ail safely transported across
the Island, and carried to Stonington by the fishing
smmacks. At Stonington an extra train was put at
their service, and passengers and baggage were sent
forward, ana reached Bouston at a late hour on Mon-
day night.

During the sojourn of the passengers upon the Isl-
and, 4 meeting was held in which Captain Frazes and
officers were fully exonerated frem all blame for the
accident, and their conduct eulogised in the highest
desgree. While superintending thesransfer of the
passengers, Capt. Frazee was taken ill, and had to
Le conveyed 1o the farin-house on the Island, where
he still lies, 100 unwell to be removed.

TLe vessel, in the opinivn of Capt. FRAZEE, willbe a
total loss, though the machinery may be possibly got
out. Sheis valued at about $150,000, and is neot in-
sured. She had just been repaired at a great expense.
She is eleven vears old, and has probably conveyed
more freight and passengers over the 1oute than jany
cther boat on the line, A schooner has been sent
down with all the appliances necessary to save the
machinery and furniture of the boat. Capt. SToNE
of the Plymouth Rock visited the scene of the disaster
in his steamer, and afterwards made arrangements to

inp the stove, Meantime Mr, Davip CrowLxy went to
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< cotton, wool, flour, and leather. There were vnlyiS
Jadies smong the passengers, and fortunately (19
- four children ; the remainder were gentiemen, m1Y
- of them being well-known merchants belonginfly
: Providence and Boston. The freight was moto,
.. cuusigned to Providence.

A strong N. E. wind, which prevailed during the
. ~day, with an overcast sky, gave Indications ofan
- approaching snow-storm, but in all such cases it is
“safer to risk a passage eastward than in the opposite
direction, as there is a cnance of running away from
thestorm. The Venderbilt accordingly proceeded on
- “her way down tte Svund, going at the usual rate of
¢« speed until toward midnight, when it becamé€ so dark
- 4hat it was necessary to proceed with more caution,
" aind shie was run atadimivished rate of speed, the lead
. being occasionally thrown to verify the position of tl.e
.. steamer. At 2 o’clock ‘on_Tuesday morning the
.- spow-storm, which had set in at New-York
at 7 o'clock P. M., overtook the Vanderdilt,
...3n all its fury. It bhad been blowing a gale direetly
ahead, and now the atmosphere was filled with the
. drivirg snow. It was so thick the pilot could scarce-
- Iydiscern the nearest object upou the deck, much
~ Iess anything in the direction the boat was steering.
*The piiots, who on ordinary occasions tako watch
. and watch, viere all at their posts, and consulted with
- Captain FrazeE as to the best course to be pursued.
- A strong ebb tide was setting out through the Race,
- the gale howled threugh the top-work and rigging of
_the steamer, w hile the snow blinded any one wno at-

. tempted to turn bis face to windward.
"~ About 1% A, M. the increase of a short, chopping
~sea admonished those on board the Vaaderbilt that
~they were approaching the Race; there was no alter-
- mative but to go abead, although they did so with ex-
treme caution, keeping under moderate heaiway, and
-frequently getting a cast of the lead to deiermine the
- depth of the water and the nature of the bottom, by | °
which exjerienced pilots can easily determine the
. position of the vesrel. At 2 o’clock A. M. they souni-
_.ed, s1.d found thiny fathoms, hard bottom. This was
the first positive intimation of danger. Had the bot-
tom been suft they would huve proceeded on the reg-
- Ltar course, satisfied that they had not run up their
- distance, arnd that the steamer was in channel-way.,
" The stesm was now slowed down, so as to give little ]
more than steerage-way to the steamer. Meantime |
~the anchurs were got ready, and a range of both
- cbains was overhauled for use in an emergency. Not
-a light could be discerned, and, with the increasec of
- other cifliculties, the storm seemed to rage with re-
-doubled fury. The lead was ecastagain ia fifteen fath-
. oms, ami a4 rocky bottom was found ; atthe next cast
it shoaled to six fathoms. The englne was immedi-
alely stopped, and both anchors were let go at once.
“The steamer, however, forged ahead, and, notwith-
standing sowe forty fathoms of chain were paid out,
-Ore of the chains snapped of when the strain camne
ufon it, and, continuing to go ahead, the steamer
-brought up upon the rocks. It was now 235 A. M.

‘No land could be secn, every surrounding object be-
g enveloped in impenetruble darkness.

The ease with which the Vanderdilt struck, how-
-ever, ceused no feeling of alarm, although the pas- |
-sengers arvse and came on deck to ascertain the ex-
‘tent of the danger. The steamer, in a short time,
swung 1cund bruadside to the beach, and as she rose |
-and fell by the action of the sea she was thrown
further up. Everything in the gentlemen’s cabin was ;
mow brought vp in the ladies’ suloon, Here arrange
aments were made for serving breakfast, and at 7 |
-0’clock all the passengers were supplied with a com-
dortable meal.

At daylight they found the steamer had struck upoen
“the west end of Fisher’s Island, within eighty rods of
the poinl. Had the Vanderbdilt gone that distance
-ﬁfrther.nmhing could have saved her from going to
Pieces nfunediately, and all hands would have prob-
.Exbly perished, as this is the roughest part of the whole
Islard, where the current from the ocean meets that
of the Sound,’and large rocks project in all directions,

‘Upon discovering how narrowly they had escaped

aimost certain death, a feelirg of gratitude pervaded

. every heait. The pilots on reaching the shore made

- their wav through the snow-drifts to the life-boat

.-, statien, which providentially was within a short dis-
... tance. The door was broken open, and a firo kindjed

have the eargo unloaded. It will be saved in good
condition, unless very stormy weather comes on, and
Sent to its destination from Stonington. The Plym-
outh Rock and the Commodore will now form the line
for the Winter. ' |
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