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FOUR LOST FROM' NAVY TUG

Nezinscot Tuns Turte and Sinks Off Rockport; Capt
Evans, Wife, Son and Six Others Rescued,

N
* yyE LIFE DOAT WHICH

N\ PMADE EEXUES

Craft Said to Have
Been Overloaded.

Two  Survivors P:nked‘ Up
 fter Floating for Hours,

- ROCKPORT, Aug 11-In a rough sea Y i
just after daybreak this morning, the - . e e ————————
naval tug Nezinscot, Capt Thomas Ed- US. TUG “NEZINSCOr ' WRECHED ON CAFPE VA
ward Evans, from Portsmouth, heavily
laden with anchors, chain cables and a
gearchlight equipment for the Missouri,
shipped & heavy sea off Rockport, which
rolled her down, Her cargo shifted, the
tug falled to right, fllled and in two
minutes had sunk’ ih 3~ ratHoms of
water, leaving her crew struggling In
the stortny water.

CAPT T, @ EVANS, ¥

Pllot of the Nesinscot, Port Captsin of Fote
River Ship Build{ng Company.

On board as passengers when she
went down were the captain's wife and
boy and Dr Charles F. Trotter, acting
assistant naval surgeon. Dr Trottey was
drowned, the others to lose their lives
being C. L. Taylor, aordinary seamah;

Continued on the Ninth Page.
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C. F. White, colored, ship’

* p's cook; L. R.
Edwaras, colored, seaman. 'Whl'teL nl?ﬂ
Taylor never got on deck at alt and are

supposed to have
ship, gone down with the

C. H. Pratt, chlet ma X

xtalllxél engineer of the tug, c\l‘xfl‘t‘\}ls tt?xre,ga(t)%

crew the tug's lifel
S Bvanss
Bitter, chief boatswaln's mote.
g:léliothe captain’s son lnlowgtlz?,sr;?ﬁ}x%
ﬁ%‘a‘{; at Lnnesvll‘le with great aif-

pt. Evans, A. Belf g
mate, second class,. a;‘(lc' &acg‘%ﬁg
caught a grating which florted up from
the wreck, and drifted away to leeward
cllngixlx‘%; to it. They were pléked u by
Capt Nelson King and the crew oé) the
Old Cove life-saving atation wt 9:30 a m,
after clinging to the grating for hours.
Only an hour before thay were found
E‘:\-’é:rotten lost his grip and was swept

-, The others shiffed from the gratin,
to the tug’s pllot house, which hg.d aisg
come to the surface. Capt Evans was
unconscious when fdund and iemained
80 until the resculng party had landed
and taken him to the residence of Dr
Rowley. It was: several hours before
he was fully consclous, and at the re-
r:éox:eg:&:’een the cax‘)itaén and his wife
was regarded as a mir; N
Each had believed the other lost, acle
., Bouts from the Old House cove sta-
tion, the Rockport station and New-
buryport were all engaged In the search.
Ca_.})t King's crew had gone about seven
miles northwest of Ha'ibut point when
they found Capt Evans and Belfric.
Belfric _was holding the captain on to
the roof of the pilot house when found.

The Nezinscot was a steefl hull, built
by Neafie & Levy of Philadelplua in
1807 and was bought by the goveinment
during the Spanish war. She was 8
feet long, 19 feet beam and 8 feet draft,
of 156 tons displacement and a gross
tonrage of 118. With 400-horse power
she made 10 knots. She was stationed
at the Portsmouth navy yard..

This mornlns she left the yard with
between 15 and X tons of chain cables
for the USS Missourl, a searchlight
equipment and two anchors weighing
18w pounds each, Her crew consisted
of £. R_Bitter, chief Lcatawain's mate;
C. H. Prate, fef mackinist's mate;
A. Belfric, machinist's mate, second
class; V. . Tlllotsou(x fircman, first
class; C. . Undeérdown, fireman, second
clase; . H. Fitzgerald, C. L. Taylor,
L. R. kdwards, ordinary seamen, and
Charles B. White, ship's cook.

It is supposed the weight of the ma-
chinery made the tug logy. A hard
northerly gale was blowing as she came
out from Portsmouth and she ran before
it until sl}e was off cape Ann. Chief
Boatswain's Mate F. R. Bitter, who
Wwas nearly exhausted when he steered
the Nezincot's boat into Lanesville and
carried Mrs Evans ashore, said:

‘ The weather was clear when we left
: Portsmouth at 3 a m, but there was a
strong breeze from the north-no: thwest.
The run was without incident until we
B s RS

v oarded the tug, roliin
over on her side. & & her

Instead of righting, the tug curbed
down, probably through the shifting
of some of her deck load. The tug re-
mained in that position about two min-
utes, and then sank. In that brief
period, while she was above water, Capt
Evans had ordered all hands on deck
and the crew came tumbling up, but
two of them, cook White and & seaman
named Taylor, dld not appear, and I
think they went down with the ship.

“When the tug sank we were all
thrown Into the water. The captain
shouted: ‘Save my wife and boy. 1
managed to find the woman stnﬁgnng
in the water, but had some difficulty
in getting a life beit around her. Then
we managed to get hold of a plank, to
which we found the boy clinging.

“In the meantime Capt Evans, Dr
Trotter and the chief engineer had got
hold of an oak grating, while four of
the crew had found the tug's boat
ﬂoauns and righted her. Mrs Evans,
the boy apd myself were clinging to the
ptank and I was supporting Mrs Evans
when one of the negro deck hands
came drifting by on a piece of wreck-
age, but instead of holding on he
grasped my leg and I felt myself being
pulled down.

“I could onlﬁ

Rl

i

shake my leg feebly
and it took all my strength to keep
the woman up, but the boy, who~was
about 14 years old, seeing that the
negro was likely to drown all of us
by his struggles, reached over and
pushed him off, telling him to go vack
to his own plank. The negro disap-
peared and we did not see him again.

“After we had been floundering about
in the water for nearly an hour, and

Mrs Evans was almost unconscious from
exhaustion, the sailors came up with
the boat, which they had righted, and
hauled all three of us on hoard. We
could see nothing of the three men on
the grating, so we reluctantly pulied
aghore in order to obtain medical aid
for Mrs Evans. The boy seemed to
have withstood the long struggle with-
out difficulty.”

Mrs Evans was taken to the home of
a local physician, where at mnoon it
was stated that she was in fair condi-
tion. although much prostrated.

Word was at once_ telegraphed to
Rear Admiral Swift at Boston, who dis-
patched the torpedo boat Davis to
search for the survivors reported drift-
ing to sea on the grating. The life sav-
ing crews were notified and they, tco,
at once put to sea. The revenue cut-
ter Androscoggin was caught by wire-
less far off the coast and she put about
for the scene of the wreck.

From Boston the naval tugs BSioux
and Iwana were got ready:; the Sioux,
with extra crew, started down for Cape
Ann at 9:30. The naval tug Potomac,
also intercepted by wireless off Prov-
fncetown, was ordered north to sweep
the lane in which it was thought the
grating might drift.

Before the news of the finding of
Capt Evans had arrived, even the cus-
tomhouse tug Winnisimmet had peén
| ordered down. > -

1 Of those lost steward Charles E
' White had been attached to the Nezin-
! scot for the past five years. He wus a
native of Norfolk, but had made¢ his
home in Portsmouth, on Richmond st.
since being- stationed there amd had
just commenced his third enlistment.

. _Seaman C. L. Taylor was a native of
' Hendersonville, N C, and made the trip
around the world on the buattleships

Hlinois and Wisconsin. As his time

would have expired in about- two
;{gunths he was transferred from the

tter ship to the Nezinscot.

Leroy Edwards, the other colored sea-
muan who was drowned. was a native of
Providence, about 30 years of age. He
made his home in Portsmouth, on Dan-
iel st, and leaves a wife, who is at
present visiting his relatives in Provi-
dence. Edwards has been in the hes>
pital at the navy yard on_account of
1llness, and was only yesterday restored
to duty.

Acting Assistant Surgeon Trotter of
the navy, who was drowned, entere:l
the naval service last April, and was
on duty at the naval hospital at Ports-
ﬂxouth, N H. His home was in Frank-

n, L

Capt Evans is known as one of the
nust famous coast pilots on the Atlan-
tic seabogrd. He was Lorn near Lewls
wharf about 50 years ago, and went
towboating so young that he had to
run away from school to do it. For
many years he was in the employ of
the Boston towboat company, where he
established a reputation for capability
and daring.

On account of hig skill as a navigator
he was chosen by Admiral Bowles as
port captain of the Fore River ship-
building campnn{. five or six years
ago, his chief duties belng to take war-
ships and other large creft built at
Guincy down throutfl the drawbridge
and on thelr trial trips.

fall Capt vans accepted a
command from the Southern Pacific
steamship company, to take one of thelr
higgest tugs in New York harbor. A
few months ago he was engaged by the
sovernment to pilot the Nezinscot to

orismouth, and it was sajd today that
his contract with the Bouthern Pacific
would be postponed to allow him to take
the new battleship North Dakata on her
trfal trip In the fall. Capt Evans {3
married and has several children. His
hone §8 near fort Banks, at Revere st
and Crest av, Winthrop.

The M Mitchell Davis, with
wrecking gear and a diver, arrived ut
the scene of the Nezinscot's capsize at
10;30 and began an investigation of her
condition, to see if she can be raised.

OVERLOADING CHARGED.

Nezinscot Had Several Previous Mis-
haps Since Being Stationed at
Portsmouth.

- PORTSMOUTH, N H, Aug 11-The

foundering off cape Ann of the U 8 tug

Nezinscot, which- left this navy yard

at an early hour this moining for the

Charlestown navy yard, s atiitbuted to

overloading by local river men, who
characterize  {t as gross carelessness

on the part of someone at the navy
yard In sending a tug so heavily
freizhted to sea.

The Nezinscot has met with various
mishaps and on the trial trip of the
USS Denver was sent to sea as one of
the stake boats, fouling with one of the
other vessels of the fleet and narrowly
escaping being sunk.

About three years ago a fire pump,
which weighed two and one-half tous,
was placed aboard the tug. After the
pump was tested it was found that the
boat was practically useless as a fire-
boat, but the pump was aliowed to re-
main on board.

The tug when loaded for a trip carried
40 tons of coal in her bunkers and-her
water tanks had a carrylng capacity
of 11,000 gallons. Capt C. O. Olsen, who
was master of tugs befoie the appoint-
ment of Capt Evans, once refused Lo put
to sea in the craft, telling the executive
officer of the yard he would not take
the responsibility for the safety of his
crew.

The shipment of cables, anchors and
stores on the deck of the tug, welgh-
ing 20 or more tons, on a craft de-
gigned for towing purposes and not as
a freighter, I8 criticised by river men.

The tug M. Mitchell Davls, sent out
from this station to render assistance,
returned shortly before b this after-
noon, bringing chief boatswain's mate
F. R. Bitter, chief machinist's mate
C. H Pratt, machinist’s. mate A. Bel-
fri¢, firemen V. F. Tillotson and C. F.
Underdown, and seaman W. H. Iitz-

zrald. Capt Hoyt of the Davis says
%he tug turned turtle and was in about
35 fathoms of water, seven miles north
by east from Lanesville,

The drowning’ of Acting Asst Surg
Charles E. Trotter, USN, was one ol
the particularly sad features of the
ginking of the Nezinscot. He was a
native of Franklin, N C, having gradu~
ated from the Johns }iopklns univer-
sity at Baltimore. ' He had been sta-
tioned at the naval hospital for only
two monthg, and during that time he
and Master of Tugs Evans had become
fast friends Sur§ Trotter was making
the trip on the {ll-fated tug just for

leasure and to seo the coast between
jere and Boston. He leaves a father
and mother,

Charles White, the colored cook. who
was drowned, was a native of Ports-
mouth, Va, and was very popular with
hie assoclates here. His wife died’ very
suddenly last year, but White still
maintained hiis home on “Richmond st,
and it is stated he was to have been
shortly married to a young woman
Hving {n Kittery.

CREW IS CRITICISED.

Capt Evans of the Nezinscot Sald to
Have Declared All Couid Have
Been Saved From Wreck,

GLOUCESTER, Aug 11—A naval offi-
cer came ashore this afternoon from the
Mayflower and went to Dr Rowley's in
Lanesville, where Capt Evans and his
<vife, survivors of the Nezinscot, are be-
ing cared for. He left directions to all
the survivors he met to say nothing and
glve out no Interviews. 8everal, how-
ever, who ussglsted in ,the rescue say
that Capt Evans complalned bitterly of
the conduct of some of the crew and is
quoted as declaring that all could have
bheen saved,

Capt Evans\ls

the' tu,

reported as saylug
that when

went over the: boat
flopted from the deck and some of tie
meén jumped in. After getting his wifae
and son In the bnat Capt Evans turned
Lis attention to machinist Belfric and
Dr Trotter, Caft Evans 18 a good
swimmer and so Is machinist Belfric,
The latter had been swimming around
for some tlme, hut finally Capt Evans
saw that he had secured a hold on o
plece of wreekage He then turned his
attention to Dr Trotter, who coulld swjia
eome hut not mucelh.  Dr Trotter was
thcn complalning  of  exhaustlon, so
Capt Lvans saw that he was lodged

near the ship's desk, that was float-
ing about,

After this had been accomplished he
c¢alled to the men in the ship’s boat to
come to the assistance of himself and
the other two men. but they heeced not
e call and rowed on.

Whether the men in the boat could
gsee the struggling men in the watet
is a questian, When they arrived at
Lanesyville this morning, they ap-
peared quite sure that they were the
only survivors, and it is supposed
that in-the excitement of the moment
and in the heavy'sea which was run-
ning that they fajled to see their
struggling shipmates, rescued hours
later by the opportune arrival of
Capt King and his life-saving crew.

Capt King, who is in chargc of the
Old House cove life-saving statlon,
put to sea i{n response to a telephone
message, in the big power surfboat
stationed there.

Capt King steered his «raft iight
to windward, calculating that he
would run across the men if any were
found in that gquarter. His judgment
proved correct. About six miles north-
northwest of Halibut point he came
across some wreckage.

A short distunce away he descried a
man afloat on a ship's grating; it proved
to be Capt Evans. A little beyond on
the pilot house of the boat was ma-
chinist Belfric. Both men were speedily
secured, Ca?t Evans being almost in a
state of col ag:e. Both, however, man-
aged to tell pt King that Asst Surg
C?mrles Trotter was afloat on a desk a
short distance to leeward.

Capt King Immediately set out in
search. Soon a desk floating came into
view, but there was no slgn of any one
on it. He made a thorough search of
the water, but could see no sign of life,
and as the condition of Capt Evans
was such that immediate attention was
demanded, he concluded to run for
Lanesville, a suburb of Gloucester, and
land the men there.
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